News Release

Thursday March 12 2009

World's biggest & greenest film premiere goes live from Northern Ireland Science Park

A Northern Ireland company is set to play the starring role in a world record attempt to create the biggest film premiere when major new Brit blockbuster ‘Age of Stupid’ premieres in Leicester Square this Sunday (March 15 2009).

As part of efforts to enter the Guinness Book of Records as the world's largest film premiere, Belfast-based video streaming company Switch New Media – led by Diarmaid Lynch and Richard Jolly – will live stream the celebrity-packed pre- and post-premier party event to thousands of cinema goers via a high speed video connection  … and to an online audience that could exceed 100,000 viewers. 

A major reason why the company was asked to come in as partner was the benefit of its location. Switch New Medias headquarters at the Northern Ireland Science Park is connected to an Internet Backbone Exchange that guarantees continual access – and data transferral at a rate only marginally slower than the speed of light!

The ‘Age of Stupid’ is a new four-year epic from McLibel director Franny Armstrong. Oscar-nominated Pete Postlethwaite stars as a man living alone in the devastated world of 2055, looking at old footage from 2008 and asking: ‘why didn’t we stop climate change when we had the chance?’

Film director Franny Armstrong asked that no one should fly to this event - as it's an environmentally friendly film. So celebrities will be pulling up to the ‘green carpet’ in solar and electrically powered cars, and the event itself takes place in a solar powered cinema tent in the middle of Leicester Square – complete with pedal powered popcorn making machines!

For those unable to make it via green transport, filmmakers asked Richard and Diarmaid to create a live video streaming  “virtual premier” that will see the glitz and glamour of the West End green (red) carpet relayed simultaneously to 60 cinemas across the UK and Ireland, and to the ‘Age of Stupid’ website as well.  

Operations Director Richard Jolly said: “We are extremely pleased to have been able to be a part of such a unique event. When you think of people like Danny Boyle, you could say that Northern Ireland always had the talent to make a big splash on the silver screen. But in addition to talent, Northern Ireland now has the right blend of technical know-how, government support and built infrastructure. The world-record attempt we’re going for on Sunday could not have been possible without the support of InvestNI and the high speed connectivity here at the Science Park.”

Northern Ireland Science Park Director of Corporate Real Estate and Facilities, Mervyn Watley, congratulated Switch New Media, adding: “It’s great to see one of our up and coming businesses play such a key role with this world record attempt. For Switch New Media, connectivity was the key to winning this business and its second to none here in Belfast. With Project Kelvin coming online connectivity here will get faster, which I trust will prove to be a major benefit to other innovative businesses in the area.”

Switch New Media Director Diarmaid said: “This is a great project to be involved in. To be asked to live stream the work of an Oscar-winning actor to over 15,000 cinema goers throughout the UK is very exciting. I hope it will be enough to get us into the Guinness Book of Records!”

He added: “Thanks to NI Screen and Invest NI, this Queen’s Island location is making waves in the international film industry. For example, we’re streaming this event just next door to the famous Paint Hall studio where the City of Ember was filmed. It’s a great time to be involved in the ever growing digital sector here.”

The live video feed from the event will be broadcast to Northern Ireland Science Park via Satellite from ITV Anglia in London. The video will then be digitally encoded and broadcast live to the Age of Stupid website - readers are invited to “Tune in” and watch the live stream this Sunday from 5:30pm via the Age of Stupid website:  www.ageofstupid.net
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For further information contact:

Diarmaid Lynch

Tel: +44 (0)28 9073 7991

Mob: +44 (0)79 2150 0293

Email: Diarmaid.Lynch@SwitchNewMedia.com

Richard Jolly Tel: +44 (0)28 2568 4238

Mob: +44 (0)77 6763 3563

Email: Richard@richardjolly.tv

Contact Geoff McGimpsey at Morrow Communications (for queries relating to Northern Ireland Science Park):

Tel:  +44 (0)28 90 393837

Mo:  +44 (0)7894 831677

Notes to the Editors

Find attached Zip file containing: word doc version of press release; PDF about Switch New Media; a TIF image of Pete Postlethwaite; a JPEG of Richard Jolly at a live streaming event; and a JPEG of wireless telecoms installation at NISP’s Innovation Centre. 

CAPTION for ‘JOLLY’ JPEG: Richard Jolly manages the ‘live streaming’ of a recent conference at Northern Ireland Science Park.

About the Age of Stupid

· The Age of Stupid website can be found here http://www.ageofstupid.net 

· PR Resource Kit for the film can be found here http://www.ageofstupid.net/pr_resources
· Further information on lead actor Pete Postlethwaite can be found here http://www.ageofstupid.net/people/pete_postlethwaite 

About Switch New Media

· Switch New Media / RichardJolly.Tv offer live webcasting, webinar and film production services.  

· Switch New Media & Richard Jolly.Tv has provided software and services for rich media delivery, webcasting, collaboration and e-learning companies. 

· In the past they've broadcast from China, Portugal & Cardiff and clients range from small video production companies to large conference and event organisers. Past clients have included the Welsh Government, Channel 4 and The Ulster Orchestra.


· The business is a spin-out of the InvestNI Transform programme - The Transform programme is designed to provide ambitious entrepreneurs, who have an idea for an export focused business, with the necessary business skills, expertise, contacts, networks and facilities to establish successful businesses"

Switch New Media

Team Bios



Richard Jolly Operations Director / Film Producer


Diarmaid Lynch IT Director / New Media Manager 



Richard has over 25 years experience in the media industry and has a reputation for creating warm, persuasive films. His experience ranges from broadcast TV in London and Belfast to video, webcast, multi-camera and event production in many countries. He combines creativity with technical expertise and his craft skills includes: Director/Cameraman, Scriptwriter, Editor, Voice-over and Event Producer. Richard has worked for clients including the BBC, Channel 4, Chrysalis Television and Island Records. He holds a BA Hons in Drama, and a post-graduate diploma from Emerson College, Boston. He has also holds extensive training experience from the BBC Multi-camera Directing course, in Elstree Studios, London.


An innovative and experienced senior web developer and IT consultant, Diarmaid has a proven track record in developing and delivering over 30 highly focused websites and email marketing campaigns for clients such as: The European Commission / The Irish EU Presidency; Northern Ireland Energy Holdings; Deloitte Touche; and the Strategic Investment Board Limited. Diarmaid holds a First Class Honours Degree in Computer Science and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Project Management & Management Practice.

About Northern Ireland Science Park connectivity

With a capacity of 5Gbps, the Belfast exchange uses 19 fibre optic cables to carry Internet only traffic to three different fibre exchanges via four physical routes. The end result is that data packets from Belfast usually take 20 m/s to reach any other point on the European backbone and 80 m/s to get to the US Eastern Seaboard. Despite a rate of travel already only marginally slower than by the speed of light – the arrival of Project Kelvin in the North West promises to improve our connectivity rates still further.

About Northern Ireland Science Park

· Headquartered within the 180-acre Titanic Quarter site - where the White Star line's famous family of Olympic passenger vessels were conceived – NISP is in one of the largest city centre waterfront redevelopments sites in Europe.

· Today NISP presides over a campus of 210,000 sq ft of workspace and meeting space. When the final phase of building is completed here, a total of £73 million will have been invested at NISP. 

· Presently, there are more than 40 organisations leasing space at the park, ranging from new start-ups to global corporations. These companies employ nearly 1,500 people and generate additional incomes approaching £60million per annum.

